Golden Goa
served for the moment. Tlie Grand Inquisitor left Ms dais and put
on alb and stole. Then accompanied by twenty priests, each
carrying a wand, he took up a position in the middle of the
church, where after praying for a while he absolved the convicted
penitents from the excommunication which had been passed upon
them, his attendant priests striking them one by one a blow on
their breasts. When Dellon had been so absolved by the touch of a
wand, he was surprised to see a sudden change in the manner of
his godfather, the Admiral. This worthy's stiffness had been due
wholly to fear and not to any coldness of heart. When he heard
his godson's absolution pronounced and knew that he had been
taken back into the bosom of the Church, he wept, called him his
brother, though he was a galley slave, and embracing him
warmly, offered him tobacco.
This part of the ceremony ended, the Grand Inquisitor returned
to his place on the dais and directed that the man and the woman
should be brought before him. Their judgements were then read
out: they were indicted of the crime of magic: and they had both
relapsed, this being their second offence. As Hindus by birth this
may have meant no more than that they had practised such arts
as astrology or divination or engaged in one of the many occult
practices connected with Hinduism. But they had had the temer-
ity to enter so strict an association as the Catholic Church of
seventeenth-century Portugal, perhaps for reasons of temporal
advantage, and now were paying the penalty of their rashness.
Their judgements ended with the words always used when con-
demned persons were to be burnt, to wit that they be delivered to
the secular authority, which was earnestly requested to show
mercy, but that if, indeed, the penalty of death were imposed, it
might at least be inflicted without effusion of blood. * At the last
words of the Inquisitor's a sergeant of the Secular Justice ap-
proached and took possession of those unfortunate persons, after
they had received a light blow on the breast from the hand of the
Alcaide of the Holy Office, in token that they were abandoned by
him.'
Their burning was to take place at a selected spot on the river
bank, and thither Dom Furtado de Albuquerque adjourned with
his glittering Court, as did the Inquisitors, for, of course, every-
thing had been arranged beforehand; there was no appeal nor
conceivably would the civil authorities dare to show mercy, in
spite of the apparent earnestness with which it had been demanded
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